N o t e T h e f fi r s t r e c o r d o f S t r fi p e -n e c k e d M o n g o o s e H e r p e s t e s v fi t t fi c o l l fi s B e n n e t t , 1 8 3 5 (M amm a l fi a : C a r n fi v o r a : H e r p e s t fi d a e ) f r om t h e E a s t e r n G h a t s o f A n d h r a P r a d e s h , I n d fi a K um p a t l a B a l a j fi & J a r u g u l l a E sw a r S a t y a n a r a y a n a 2 6 D e c em b e r 2 0 1 6 | V o l . 8 | N o . 1 4 | P p . 9 6 8 4 -9 6 8 6 1 0 . 1 1 6 0 9 / j o t . 3 1 2 3 . 8 . 1 4 . 9 6 8 4 -9 6 8 6 T h r e a t e n e d T a x a A l l a r fi c l e s p u b l fi s h e d fi n t h e J o u r n a l o f T h r e a t e n e d T a x a a r e r e g fi s t e r e d u n d e r C r e a fi v e C omm o n s A t r fi b u fi o n 4 . 0 I n t e r n afi o n a l L fi c e n s e u n l e s s o t h e rw fi s e m e n fi o n e d . J o T T a l l ow s u n r e s t r fi c t e d u s e o f a r fi c l e s fi n a n y m e d fi um , r e p r o d u c fi o n a n d d fi s t r fi b u fi o n b y p r o v fi d fi n g a d e q u a t e c r e d fi t t o t h e a u t h o r s a n d t h e s o u r c e o f p u b l fi c a fi o n .
2 6 D e c em b e r 2 0 1 6 | V o l . 8 | N o . 1 4 | P p . 9 6 8 4 -9 6 8 6 1 0 . 1 1 6 0 9 / j o t . 3 1 2 3 . 8 . 1 4 . 9 6 8 4 -9 6 8 6 T h r e a t e n e d T a x a A l l a r fi c l e s p u b l fi s h e d fi n t h e J o u r n a l o f T h r e a t e n e d T a x a a r e r e g fi s t e r e d u n d e r C r e a fi v e C omm o n s A t r fi b u fi o n 4 . 0 I n t e r n afi o n a l L fi c e n s e u n l e s s o t h e rw fi s e m e n fi o n e d . J o T T a l l ow s u n r e s t r fi c t e d u s e o f a r fi c l e s fi n a n y m e d fi um , r e p r o d u c fi o n a n d d fi s t r fi b u fi o n b y p r o v fi d fi n g a d e q u a t e c r e d fi t t o t h e a u t h o r s a n d t h e s o u r c e o f p u b l fi c a fi o n .
O P E N A C C E S S P a r t n e r www . t h r e a t e n e d t a x a . o r g I S S N 0 9 7 4 -7 9 0 7 ( O n l fi n e ) | I S S N 0 9 7 4 -7 8 9 3 ( P r fi n t )
T h e fi n t e r n a fi o n a l j o u r n a l o f c o n s e r v a fi o n a n d t a x o n om y J o u r n a l o f T h r e a t e n e d T a x a P u b l fi s h e r / H o s t F o r F o c u s , S c o p e , A fim s , P o l fi c fi e s a n d G u fi d e l fi n e s v fi s fi t h t p : / / t h r e a t e n e d t a x a . o r g / A b o u t _ J o T T . a s p F o r A r fi c l e S u bm fi s s fi o n G u fi d e l fi n e s v fi s fi t h t p : / / t h r e a t e n e d t a x a . o r g / S u bm fi s s fi o n _ G u fi d e l fi n e s . a s p F o r P o l fi c fi e s a g a fi n s t S c fi e n fi fi c M fi s c o n d u c t v fi s fi t h t p : / / t h r e a t e n e d t a x a . o r g / J o T T _ P o l fi c y _ a g a fi n s t _ S c fi e n fi fi c _M fi s c o n d u c t . a s p F o r r e p r fi n t s c o n t a c t < fi n f o@ t h r e a t e n e d t a x a . o r g > The genus Herpestes belongs to the family Herpestidae. Herpestidae, which comprises 34 species in the world of which seven species are known from India (Mudappa 2013; Nameer 2015 . Among them three are known from the Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh: the Indian (Common) Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii, Small Indian Mongoose H. javanicus, and Ruddy Mongoose H. smithii (Chakraborty et al. 2004) . The largest of the Asiatic mongooses is the Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis (Prater, 1971) classified as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List in 2016 (Mudappa et al. 2016) . It is placed in Schedule II, Part II of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and the Indian population is listed on CITES Appendix III.
The range distribution of the Stripe-necked Mongoose was restricted to the southern part of India and Sri Lanka (Mudappa 2013) . The Stripe-necked Mongoose was recorded from many parts of the Western Ghats (Pocock 1941; Prater 1971; Corbet & Hill 1992; Van Rompaey & Jayakumar 2003; Mudappa 2013; Menon 2014; Sreehari & Nameer 2016) . Distribution of the Stripe-necked Mongoose in Similipal Tiger Reserve, Odisha was reported by Nayak (2014). Similipal is the southeastern extension of the Chota Nagpur plateau (Ray 2005). Although there was a sighting record, there were no specimens from the Eastern Ghats (Allen 1911) . Van Rompaey & Jayakumar (2003) opined that Allen's record was doubtful on the grounds of habitat.
The primary habitat of the Stripe-necked Mongoose is deciduous forests (both dry and moist) and evergreen forests, plantations and scrub, favouring swampy areas or those close to watercourses. It prefers hilly country and has been recorded up to 2,200m (Menon 2014) .
A faunal survey was carried out in Papikonda National Park and its adjacent reserve forest in 2014 (Fig  1) . Sign surveys and camera trapping was carried out to know the presence of wildlife. During this survey, three sighting records and at two different locations the Stripenecked Mongoose were camera trapped (Cuddeback attack model infra-red camera traps) (Images 1 & 2). Locations and altitudes were recorded using a Garmin Etrex 10 GPS receiver (Table 1) . Five records confirm the Stripe-necked Mongoose in Papikonda National Park and adjacent reserve forests. Along with the Stripenecked Mongoose, the Gaur Bos gaurus, the Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata, Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus were recorded at the same location. 
OPEN ACCESS Stripe-necked Mongoose from Eastern Ghats Balaji & Satyanarayana
The forest types of the Papikonda National Park and Satlavada Reserve Forest come under the southern dry mixed deciduous forests (5A/C3) and the southern moist mixed deciduous forests (3B/C2) (Champion & Seth 1968) . Hence the forest and habitat of the Stripe-necked Mongoose also extends to these forest types that are similar in habitat to that of earlier records elsewhere. In the present findings, the Stripe-necked Mongoose was recorded at 500-550 m which corroborates with the altitudinal ranges of between 400m and 1400m by Van Rompaey & Jayakumar (2003) . The local tribes Konda Reddy, Koya Dora, Valmika tribes of this region call the Stripe-necked Mongoose 'Yentawa mungisa' this vernacular name is also used for the Indian Grey Mongoose in the Telugu language.
There was a historical sight-record from the Horsley Hills in the Eastern Ghats but hitherto dismissed as doubtful by Mudappa et al. (2016) . There has been no records of the Stripe-necked Mongoose from the entire range of the Eastern Ghats. Hence, this is the first photographic evidence reported on distribution of Stripe-necked Mongoose from Papikonda National Park and its adjacent reserve forests in the Eastern Ghats, Andhra Pradesh. There is a need to carry out research by the park managers and researchers on the conservation status and threats to the Stripe-necked Mongoose, assuming this is an isolated population in the entire Eastern Ghats, Andhra Pradesh.
